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Salem High School  

2017 Summer Reading Program  

 

 

Over the summer, all Salem High School English students must read, respond to reading, and account for this 

on the first day of the school year. 

 

The pages that follow name the 2017-2018 English courses and what students may or must read for each course. 

As noted in the lists, the English Department can lend copies of certain of these readings. 

 

The numbered directions below describe the specific summer reading assignment for each English course. 

Students should do what their 2017-2018 English course requires and read carefully this summer, preparing to 

discuss and write about their reading in class when school recommences. 

 

1.  College Prep English I, II, III, and IV: Read one book from the list of choices for your course, and 

complete an assigned reading packet on the book. 

 

2.  Honors English I and II: Read both the required book and a choice of book from the list of choices for your 

course, and complete the Honors English I or II assignment. 

 

3. IB English Year I: Read Herman Hesse’s Siddhartha and George Orwell’s Animal Farm. Then write a 

coherent composition of 1,300 words or more in which you thoughtfully answer these questions: Which 

passages of each work most affect you, and what exactly do you see, feel, or think as you read them? What does 

each work make you feel or think overall, and who, if anyone, do you recommend should read them? Make this 

a Google or Microsoft Word document, and be ready to submit it electronically to your teacher on the first day 

of the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

4. Advanced Placement English Language and Composition: If you took English 2 Honors, you must read 

Maya Angelou’s Gather Together in My Name,“Learning to Read and Write” an essay by Fredrick Douglas, 

and Nicholas Carr’s essay, “Is Google Making Us Stupid”. Then complete the AP English Language and 

Composition Summer Reading Assignment located on SHS website. 

If you took English 2 CP read Maya Angelou’s I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, “Learning to Read and 

Write” an essay by Fredrick Douglas, and Nicholas Carr’s essay, “Is Google Making Us Stupid”. Then 

complete the AP English Language and Composition Summer Reading Assignment located on SHS website. 

 

5. AP English Literature and Composition: Read Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, John Steinbeck’s The 

Grapes of Wrath, and any five tales from Great Tales and Poems of Edgar Allan Poe. Then write a coherent 

composition of 1,900 words or more in which you thoughtfully answer these questions: Which passages of each 

work most affect you, and what exactly do you see, feel, or think as you read them? What does each work make 

you feel or think overall, and who, if anyone, do you recommend should read them? Make this a Google or  

Microsoft Word document, and be ready to submit it electronically to your teacher on the first day of the 2017-

2018 school year. 

 

6. IB English Year II: Read Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, and 

any five tales from Great Tales and Poems of Edgar Allan Poe. Then write a coherent composition of 1,900 

words or more in which you thoughtfully answer these questions: Which passages of each work most affect 

you, and what exactly do you see, feel, or think as you read them? What does each work make you feel or think 

overall, and who, if anyone, do you recommend should read them? Make this a Google or Microsoft Word 

document, and be ready to submit it electronically to your teacher on the first day of the 2017-2018 school year. 
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Incoming Freshmen Enrolled in Honors and College Prep English I 
 

 

The Pearl by John Steinbeck (Required for Honors English I and Available through SHS) 
 

Sea diver Kino believes that his discovery of a beautiful pearl means the promise of a better life 

for his impoverished family. His fall from innocence is one of Steinbeck's most moving stories 

about the American dream. (Fiction) 

 
 

The Pact:  Three Young Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream by Sampson Davis, Rameck 

Hunt and George Jenkins (Available through SHS) 
 

Three African American youths from Newark, NJ, face the temptations and pitfalls of the streets 

and one day make a pact: to become doctors and stick together through the long, difficult journey 

toward that dream.  (Memoir) 

 
 

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie by David Lubar (Available through SHS) 
           

Young writer Scott experiences new family, new friends, high school, and freshmen year. (Fiction) 

 

 

 

 

The Boy Who Couldn't Die by William Sleator  
 

When his best friend dies in a plane crash, sixteen-year-old Ken hesitantly buys the services of a 

suspicious woman who promises to make him invulnerable, and he soon discovers that she has 

locked away his soul. (Fiction) 

 
 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins  
 

In the wild, perilous ruins of what used to be North America, the cruel Capitol forces innocent 

teenagers from its districts to fight to the death live on television, during the Hunger Games. 

(Fiction) 

 

 

 

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan  
 

When ordinary twelve-year-old Percy Jackson discovers he is in fact a demigod and Poseidon’s 

son, he and his friends embark on a quest to prevent a world-threatening war among the gods. 

(Fiction) 

 

 

  The Book Thief by Markus Zusak  
 

At her brother’s grave, Liesel Meminger finds love and purpose when she steals her first book. 

(Exemplar of Fiction) 
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Incoming Sophomores Enrolled in Honors or College Prep English II 
 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (Required for Honors English II and Available through SHS)  

 

This unforgettable novel of a childhood in a sleepy Southern American town and the crisis of 

conscience that rocks it contains compassionate, dramatic, and deeply moving events, taking readers 

to the roots of human behavior: innocence and experience, kindness and cruelty, love and hatred, 

humor and sympathy. (Exemplar of Fiction) 

 

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson (Available through SHS) 

Melinda Sordino busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops, so her old friends won’t talk to 

her, and people she doesn’t know hate her from a distance. Her safest place is alone, inside her own 

head, but with the trauma she is about to suffer as a freshman, even that’s not safe. This novel 

contains mature material. (Fiction) 

 

The Bond by Drs. Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, and Rameck Hunt  (Available through SHS) 

Three doctors examine their tough childhoods to face the national epidemic of fatherlessness. Rather 

than cling to childhood bitterness or pain about their absent fathers, they seek out and reconnect with 

them, recounting and reflecting upon crucial lessons learned. Honest, brave, and poignant, The Bond 

is a book for every family, every father, every man. (Biography) 

 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (Available through SHS)  

When book-burning fireman Guy Montag meets a seventeen-year-old-girl who teaches him about a 

past without fear, his thinking and his life begin to change. (Exemplar of Fiction). 

 

 

Sunrise over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers 

This is the story an eighteen-year-old Army recruit’s mission in Iraq. He is Birdy, Harlem native 

and nephew of Richie Perry, the Vietnam veteran of Myers’ earlier novel Fallen Angels. (Fiction) 

 

 

Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins 

In this sequel to The Hunger Games, Katniss Everdeen has won the annual Hunger Games with 

fellow district tribute Peeta Mellark, but the victory defies the harsh Capitol. Now he Capitol is 

angry and wants revenge. (Fiction) 
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Incoming Juniors Enrolled in College Prep English III 

  

 

The Elephant Man by Christine Sparks (Available through SHS)  

 

 John Merrick had lived imprisoned in a body that condemned him to a miserable life in the 

workhouse and to humiliation as a circus sideshow freak.  He had the soul of poet, the heart of a 

dreamer, and the longings of a man.  (Fiction) 

 
 

 

The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold (Available through SHS) 

The spirit of Susie Salmon attempts to adjust to her new and surprising home in heaven, as well as 

the reality that life on Earth is continuing beyond her death.  (Fiction) 

 

 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X as told to Alex Haley 

Malcolm X narrates his struggles as troubled youth, self-taught religious leader, and enlightened 

human being shaped by the American present and past. (Autobiography) 

 

A Child Called It by David Pelzer 

This is the unforgettable story of Dave Pelzer, survivor of child abuse of the severest kind at the 

hands of his own mother, to whom he was not a child, not a person, but an “it.” (Memoir) 

 
 

 

The Things a Brother Knows by Dana Reinhardt 

Boaz has left home to fight in a war his younger brother Levi can’t understand. When he finally 

returns, Levi knows Boaz is different, and he determines to find out who he is now and why. 

(Fiction) 

 

A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway (Available through SHS) 

Presenting a suspenseful war story and a poignant love story with detailed simplicity, this novel 

questions the nature of life and relationships. (Exemplar of Fiction) 
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Incoming Juniors Enrolled in AP Language and Composition 

 
 

 

Gather Together in My Name by Maya Angelou (Required Reading for those who took 

English 2 Honors, and Available through SHS) 

The time is the end of World War II and there is a sense of optimism everywhere. Maya 

Angelou, still in her teens, has given birth to a son. But the next few years are difficult ones 

as she tries to find a place in the world for herself and her child.  

 (Autobiography – book 2) 

 

 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou (Required Reading for those who 

took English 2 CP, and Available through SHS) 

A coming of age story that illustrates how strength of character and love of literature can 

help overcome racism and trauma. (Autobiography – book 1) 

 

 

“Learning to Read and Write” by Fredrick Douglas  

Succeeding at reading gave him the power to reason and to make his own decisions in 

identifying who he was. He also proves in this essay that being perseverant in something 

makes you someone indestructible because he got what he wanted; he learned to read and 

write. 

(Essay) 

 

“Is Google Making Us Stupid” by Nicholas Carr 

What the Internet is doing to our brains. 

(Essay) 

 

 Incoming Juniors Enrolled in IB English Year I 

 

  

Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse (Required Reading and Available through SHS)                   

In ancient India, a young man seeks to find wisdom and spiritual fulfillment. (Fiction) 

 

    

 

Animal Farm by George Orwell (Required Reading and Available through SHS) 

Orwell’s fable about animals taking over their farm means much, much more (Fiction) 
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Incoming Seniors Enrolled in College Prep English IV 

 

 

Chinese Cinderella:  The True Story of an Unwanted Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah 

(Available through SHS) 
 

As the youngest of her five siblings, Wu Mei suffers the worst at the hands of her stepmother 

Niang. She is denied carfare, frequently forgotten at school at the end of the day, and whipped 

for daring to attend a classmate's birthday party.  (Memoir) 

 

 

As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner 

 

Harrowingly and movingly, members of the Bundren family tell the tale of their odyssey across 

the Mississippi countryside to bury their wife and mother Addie. Addie, too, narrates a turn. 

(Exemplar of Fiction) 

 

Flags of our Fathers by James Bradley 

 

Through a hail of machine-gun and mortar fire that left the beaches strewn with comrades, the 

American Marines battled to the island's highest peak. And there they raised a flag. Here is the 

true story behind perhaps the most famous moment in American military history-the raising of 

the U.S. flag on the Pacific island of Iwo Jima, February 23, I945-and the immortal photograph 

that lifted the heart and spirit of a nation at war. (Memoir) 

 

 

 

 

Left for Dead by Peter Nelson 

 

This book recalls the sinking of the U.S.S. Indianapolis at the end of World War II, the navy 

cover-up and unfair court martial of the ship's captain, and how a young boy helped the 

survivors set the record straight fifty-five years later. (Nonfiction) 

 

 

The Lost Boy by Dave Pelzer 

 

In Pelzer’s sequel to A Child Called It, he recalls himself as a young boy, newly liberated from a 

monstrously abusive mother and emotionally homeless. His real hurt is only beginning as he 

seeks to find a place to call home. (Memoir) 

 

 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

 

Amir, the privileged son of a wealthy Kabul businessman, and Hassan, the son of Amir's father's 

servant, are inseparable friends in early 1970s Afghanistan. They spend idyllic days running 

kites and telling stories of mystical places and powerful warriors, until an unspeakable event 

changes their relationship forever and in ways unforeseeable. Haunted by cowardice and 

disloyalty after he flees to America with his father, Amir returns to his war-torn Taliban-ruled 

native land on a quest for redemption. (Fiction) 
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Incoming Seniors Enrolled in IB English Year II and AP English Literature and Composition 

 

 

 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (Required Reading and Available through SHS) 

 

Things Fall Apart is a classic fictional narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter with 

Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent in the late 1800s, told through a 

realist portrayal of the Ibo culture. (Fiction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck (Required Reading and Available 

through SHS)           

      

The Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression, a book that galvanized—

and sometimes outraged—millions of readers. (Fiction) 

 

 

 

  

Great Tales and Poems of Edgar Allan Poe (Required Reading and Available 

through SHS) 

 

The melancholy, brilliance, passionate lyricism, and torment of Edgar Allen Poe 

are all well represented in this collection. Here, in one volume, are his 

masterpieces of mystery, terror, humor, and adventure that defined American 

romanticism and secured Poe as one of the most enduring literary voices of the 

nineteenth century. (Fiction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


